Case Definition and Incidence Rules
For surveillance purposes, a case of heterotopic ossification is defined as:
 One hospitalization with any of the defining diagnoses of heterotopic ossification in any diagnostic position (see ICD9 and ICD10 code lists below); or  Two or more outpatient medical encounters, at least 7 days apart, with any of the defining diagnoses of heterotopic ossification in any diagnostic position (see ICD9 and ICD10 code lists below).
 For "deployment-associated" incident case counts, the initial case defining encounter must have occurred while the individual was deployed to, or within 365 days of returning from, a theater of operations of interest and the deployment must have been for 30 days or longer.
Incidence rules:
For individuals who meet the case definition:
 The incidence date is considered the date of the first inpatient or outpatient medical encounter that includes a defining diagnosis of heterotopic ossification.
 An individual is considered an incident case only once per lifetime.
Exclusions:
 None
HETEROTOPIC OSSIFICATION Background
This case definition was developed by the Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center (AFHSC) for the purpose of epidemiological surveillance of a condition important to military-associated populations. Heterotopic Ossification (HO) has emerged as a frequent and concerning clinical and rehabilitation problem among service members with severe traumatic injuries sustained in Iraq and Afghanistan. AFHSC designated HO as a deployment-related condition of special surveillance interest because of its incidence among service members wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan and also because of its potential to be an obstacle to an amputation victim's recovery.
Clinical Description
Heterotopic ossification (HO) is the formation of bone tissue outside the skeleton in, or adjacent to, soft tissues that have been injured. It is commonly detected 2 months after injury and is characterized by increasing pain and decreasing range of motion about a joint. 
Case Definition and Incidence Rule Rationale
 In order to increase the specificity and positive predictive value of the case definition, a 7 day period between the two outpatient encounters was chosen.
Deployment-Associated Incident Cases of Heterotopic Ossification
For deployment-associated incident case counts, AFHSC includes Department of Defense defined operations associated with deployment in its analyses, (i.e., Operation Freedom's Sentinal (OFS); Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR) Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF), and Operation New Dawn (OND)). The specification of "within 365 days of returning" represents the best judgment of a reasonable time frame to allow for post-deployment screening and/or medical evaluations that result in the diagnosis of heterotopic ossification. When estimating "deployment-associated" incident cases, it should be noted that a causal association for heterotopic ossification due to an event that occurred during a deployment or direct combat cannot be determined using data available to AFHSC.
Reports
AFHSC reports on heterotopic ossification in the following reports: 
